Tern ID guide
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B — - Little tern

s Smallest of the five terns that nest in Scotland

. White forehead

Has distinctive yellow legs and yellow bill with a black tip

Roseate tern

e Has a completely black bill in May which slowly
becomes red at the base until it is half red by August

Medium-sized with very pale grey appearance
compared to other terns

Longest tail streamers out of all the terns
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Sandwich tern

e |argest of the five nesting UK terns

e Black legs and black bill with yellow tip

e Only UK nesting tern to have a shaggy crest
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Arctic tern

e Tail streamers extend past the wing when standing
(middle length between roseate and common)

e Medium-sized bird with very short red legs
e Red bill

Common tern

e Tail streamers are shorter than Arctic terns
(don’t extend past the wing when standing)

Helping to give nature a home

e Medium-sized bird with orange/red bill with a black tip
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